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TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : THURSDAY, 07 AUGUST 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU’S INTERVENTION IN MURCHISON, PORTHSHESPTONE, LEADS TO 

THE RE-OPENING OF BLOCKADED N2 

After the intervention by KwaZulu Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, 

Willies Mchunu, the main freeway N2 in Murchison outside Portshepstone, is now opened.  

The reopening of the road, which had been closed for two days, came after lengthy and 

delicate negotiations between MEC Mchunu and the angry crowd of people who had 

barricaded this road in protest against poor service delivery. 

Yesterday MEC Mchunu engaged the angry community who had barricaded the road for 

three days in talks that sought to resolve this stand-off. 

Among others, MEC Mchunu pointed out that the blockade had a potential to cripple the 

provincial economy as this road is essential in linking KZN and other provinces, including 

Lesotho.  

No vehicle was allowed to use this road because of the blockage and trucks had to be pulled 

off the road as they could not use alternative route.  

Community members were protesting against water shortage in the area.  During the clash 

with the police on Monday, Siyabonga Phiri died after allegedly inhaling teargas smoke.  

MEC Mchunu yesterday, accompanied by local mayors, visited the Phiri family and assured 

them that the matter has now been escalated to IPID.  

Commenting after the road opening, MEC Mchunu commended the people of Murchison for 

their cooperation. 

 "After long hours of engagements with the community and their representatives, the 

road is now open. It was important that while we address community concerns but we 

open this national strategic route linking KZN and other provinces.  

 



 

“Today people can go to school, to work and motorists can now use the road without 

any fear. “We will continue today to engage with the community and access progress 

after yesterday’s engagement," said MEC Mchunu.  

Last night MEC Mchunu convened a meeting with uGu district municipality leadership and 

officials to devise strategy of addressing the water crisis.  

After the meeting he noted with appreciation the plans the municipality has put in place to 

ensure effective delivery of water, including servicing the demands of the local Murchison 

Hospital.  

Today (Thursday, 7 August 2014, MEC Mchunu will hold further talks with the community.  

The meeting is today at Murchison at 11h00. 

For more information: contact: Mr Kwanele Ncalane @0796995755 

Or Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 
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